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Staples Inc. Names Edward C. Harsant As President, North 
American Superstores 

Steve Matyas Named President, The Business Depot; James Peters,

President, U.S. Stores, Leaves To Take Position In California 

Friday, July 14, 2000 7:00 am EDT 

Dateline: 

FRAMINGHAM, Mass. 

Public Company Information: 

Staples Inc. (NASDAQ: SPLS), the office supplies and services retailer, today announced it has 

named Edward C. Harsant, currently president of its Canadian operation, called The Business 

Depot, Ltd., to the newly created position of president, North American Superstores for Staples. 

In his new position, Harsant, who has built The Business Depot into the strongest and most 

profitable Staples operation, will be responsible for Staples' 921 U.S. stores. He will also continue 

to have oversight for the 176 Staples stores in Canada, which operate under the Staples, 

Business Depot and Bureau en Gros names. Harsant will assume his new position as president, 

North American Superstores, at the end of July and will be based in Framingham. 

Staples also announced today that Steve Matyas, currently vice president, sales and operations 

for The Business Depot, has been named president of The Business Depot. In his new position, 

Matyas will be responsible for all Staples' Canadian operations, including The Business Depot and Bureau en Gros stores. Matyas, a 

founder of The Business Depot, will be based in Ontario, Canada, and report to Harsant. 

In addition, James C. Peters, president, U.S. Stores at Staples, has elected to return to his home state of California, where he will 

take a position as president and chief operating officer of Ross Stores, an off-price retail apparel chain based in Newark, Calif. 

"Staples is very pleased that Ed Harsant is taking over our U.S. store operations," said Ronald L. Sargent, Staples president and chief 

operating officer, to whom Harsant reports. "In his five years running our Canadian business, Ed helped build it into our most 

successful franchise. He is an excellent merchandiser and marketer who implemented several innovations in Canada that later were 

adopted in our U.S. stores." 

Thomas G. Stemberg, chairman and chief executive officer of Staples, said, "We are extremely sad to be losing Jim Peters, although 

we understand his reason for leaving and returning to his home state of California. Try as we might, we just couldn't make the 

Northeast weather warm enough for Jim and his family. Jim has done a terrific job in his three years at Staples. Under his leadership, 

we added almost 400 stores and saw U.S. store sales double. We plan to dedicate one of our stores to him in his hometown of San 

Diego." 

Said Harsant, "I'm excited about the opportunity to lead the entire North American stores division for Staples. There is a tremendous 

amount of strength in our field organization, both in the U.S. and Canada. I'm looking forward to continuing to build on our very strong 

position in the marketplace." 

Peters said, "Leaving Staples is the toughest business decision I've ever made. I'm leaving a company that I believe has a very bright 

future. Tom Stemberg has been a wonderful leader with exceptional vision in retailing and in the office supplies and services 

business." 

Harsant joined The Business Depot as president in January 1995. He is responsible for launching the Tech Centres and developing 

the furniture departments in Staples stores. Formerly vice president of merchandising for Kmart Canada, Harsant has 30 years of 
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retailing experience and was vice president of Corporate Stores for Oshawa Foods and vice president of Operations for Towers 

department stores. 

Matyas helped found The Business Depot in April 1991. He had previously been vice president and chief operating officer of Koffler 

Associates. As part of his new responsibilities as president, The Business Depot, Matyas will oversee the continued growth of the 

Canadian operation and the expansion of Staples' Canadian e-business in both French and English. Matyas is a graduate of the 

University of Toronto. 

Peters joined Staples as executive vice president, U.S. Stores, in 1997 with more than 10 years of experience in the office superstore 

industry. Before joining Staples, Peters was senior vice president, Stores for Office Depot. He is a graduate of the University of San 

Diego. 

About Staples 

Staples Inc. (NASDAQ: SPLS) is a $9 billion retailer of office supplies, furniture, technology and services to consumers and 

businesses, from home-based businesses to Fortune 500 companies in the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Germany, 

the Netherlands and Portugal. Headquartered outside Boston, Staples invented the office superstore concept and today is the largest 

operator of office superstores in the world. The company has over 50,000 employees serving customers through more than 1,200 

office superstores, mail order catalogs, e-commerce and a contract business. More information about the company is available at 

http://www.staples.com. 

"Safe Harbor" Statement under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995: Statements in this press release regarding 

Staples Inc.'s business which are not historical facts are "forward-looking statements" that involve risks and uncertainties. For a 

discussion of such risks and uncertainties, which could cause actual results to differ from those contained in the forward-looking 

statements, see "Risk Factors" in the Company's Annual Report or Form 10-Q for the most recently ended quarter. 

Contact: 

Staples Inc.

Public Relations

Tom Nutile, 508-253-1833

tom.nutile@staples.com

or

Staples Inc.

Investor Relations

Laurel Lefebvre, 508-253-4080

laurel.lefebvre@staples.com
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